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* something about Americans. 


- _ Itis that we are masochists or flagellants, We like to ‘ 
~ Tub salt into our own wounds, or to-scratch our wounds, 


or to scourge oursclyes, The CIA story of our having 
«subsidized some American students to.” 
; attend Communist sponsored youth 
"4 movements in Europe is illustrative ‘ 
_. of this point. 
When the story broke in“Ameri- 
-¢an newspapers there was an almost ° 
sponstancous “masochistic -reactions | 
’ “We were morally outraged. There 
“was a nationwide exhibition of self- 
Scourging, of scratching our wounds. 
, There was almost universal exhibi-. lig 
.tionism ‘of this sort of reaction editnr- 
lially and personally, o : 
But in West Africa and East Africa, I find the. °: 
_ student story is being taken quite calmly. In Kenya 
*. 7.) there was an inquiry at question time in parliament” 
asking the gevernment if an indication of using the” 
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Peace Corps as “spies” had been discovered: The ~: 


) Ar ye ministry for internal affairs reported very quietly but, 


firmly that there had been no indication at ‘all of - es 


such’ activity, , 


| Satisfaction and inner rewards. Also, it is a bit preposter- . 
Ous to suggest that Peace Corps workers in a village. 
helping dig irrigation’ ditches, teaching school, or working. - 
in some other form of helping people could see anything « 


_ to “spy” upon that would damage the nation’s security. 


The reaction, therefore, as of this“writing, is that the - 


BOR Africans are laughing at our masochistic: self-flagellation 
« .°+ ; for doing what ail other nations did who sent delegates to.” 
as”, the European Communist-called’ youth ¢onferences. They 
r res woe SAE a ae? PISS Nea LN ae 


oe s ‘a dee a Marine er emen e  e Ae 
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, African Notes—Ilere in faraway Africa I have learned. 


~ “swould have made a Roman circus of throwing all involved 


Kenyais secm to understand. that while not all Peace’ ; 
ey Corps youth are successes; most Of them are, indeed, - 
idealists committed to service from ‘which they obtain ” 


‘and act forthrightly,. 
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also wondei why a powerful, rich nation should have been . 
-so clumsy about it. . ; 


Being far away from home gives one an opportunity to -~ 


checks: and balauces sometimes produces a temporary. °: 
weakness. The CIA story is an example. Every nation has 


_being rebuked and ‘investigated, There are congressional “* 
. © #4 
demands for its control. -> La 


The facts seem to be that the CIA is in its present) 0 
predicament because’ of congressional failure and the ex-' 3. 
“ ecutive department's original decision during the Eisen-.. ae 
hower administration to find an alternative to congres- °° 


sional action, . ‘ 7 = 


. bloodstream, In the 1950s any public support for... 


_couuter other young Americans who were being sent | 
there by far-left organizations in America would have ~ 
been impossible: ee i. 
It’ was a:sound, sensible idea. But because McCarthy’ 
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look homeward. It is possibleto see that our system of.) °* 


the equivalent of the CIA. At home the CIA presently is. ora teh 


Tue Joe McCarthy illness still is in our national © 9° 


- sending students to Communist youth congresses to *‘! 
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